APPANOOSE TO CONNHCUT

Paul Edward Waggoner.
December 2011

The names of Sauk chieftain Appanoose and the Pequot name for the long river Connecticut frame
my life--- so far.

A surveyor separated the lowa territory from Missouriafter a Nineteenth Centurypolitical decision.

In 1843 the territorial legislature drew a boundary around 496 square miles of lowa north of the

Missouri border and named it for Chief Appanoose.

ECEOU UAAOO 1 AGAO 11 -AOAE c¢wh pwgaoh )nityoRAO AT OI
Exline in Appanoose but my parents Kathryn and Walter promptly carried me to the county seat in
Centerville! | abbreviate these details by saying that | was born iAppanoose a more distinctive

name than Exline and far more striking than Centeille. The distinctive name allows me to drop

County and call it simply Appanoose.

After nearly three = p— =
decades in lowa, i i s 3
with only a few
years detour into
the Army, | crossed
a divide in both
North America and
my life. East of the e
divide lay Tl J i - i
Connecticut,the f;d,-/,b;jf’—%(//é%w._‘ sl ol Sl N
state named for the | " 'l/’“lE COI;?IQC';(IC\E\JHI/ \(.R{éU;\f w1 SreE e '.'W. i
0 A N él C) 6 O i AG _TURAL EXPERIMENT STATION, NEW HAVEN ‘

On the first of July 1951, | began working at The Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station in
New Haven, where | can still retreat into an office among the books and papers accumulated during
a half cenury of science. | can visit the Lockwood Farm in Hamdeywhere hybrid corn was

invented about the time | was born, and where | experimented from 1951 to 1987The backdrop

for the Farm is the ridge of the Sleeping Gian@r| can descend to my home officégok out through

the adjoining greenhouse, and tap away at this memoir framing my lifeom Appanoose to
Connecticut.
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My memoir tells how| grew and prepared to cross the divide from Appanoose to Connecticuit
tellsAAT OO 1 U ObBAOE 1eghllofs8eing new pldces, @dwhén@ feemdEfrom lowa,
| first saw water so wide the far shore was out of sight; it was Lake Michigan. | shall tell of
schooling in lowa, about three colleges, arabout weather forecasting in the US Army Air Corps.
Alsotell about finding Barbara Lockerbie in Wisconsin.Barbara and | startedour family in
Appanoose with Von Lockerbie and completed it in Connecticut with Daniel Marind\nd chapters
tell about my research at The Connecticut Agricultural Experimentt&ion. The present version
tells details until | became director of The Station in 1987 and summarizes the yeat987 until the
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present, 2011. First, however, what wasAppanooselike when | was born and how did my
ancestors get ther@

APPANOOSE

The 1837 Treaty with the Sauk and Foxes signed at the end of the Black Hawk War lists
among the Sauk Ap@an-oze-o-ke-mar, The Hereditary Chief, (or He who was a Chief
xEAT A #EEI AhQds

The nearby map locates the county hamed for him. Because my story willray east

into Davis Countyand south into PuthamCounty, Missouri,the mapshows the

topography of parts of three counties. | include DaviSountyto the eastwhere my father Walter

Loyal was born and PutnanCountyto the southwhere my mother Kathryn Marie Maring was born.

The Chariton River bisects the map. Numbers identify places mentioned in my tdbeginning with

p A O iU EAOEAOS6O AEOOEDPI AAAh AT A ¢ £ O TU 11 0OEAO
My great grandfather Amon brought the Waggoner name from Virginia to Dav@ounty, just east of
Appanoose.Before he migrated, thel840 US Census found Amon in what the Civil War

transformed into Lewis County, West Virginia. Sixteen years later, the 1856 lowa Cengalied

him in Davis County, lowa Portions of the two censusesearby help visualize Nineteenth Century

censustakers, riding nags and trudging tofarmhouses, dipping a pen in an inkwell, and filling out a
form to record the Waggoners

Amon and his family from Virginia were typical settlers in southeastern low&A Univesity of
Chicago professor advised by another University of Chicago professor plus three Noble laureates
studied Appanoose because it was on the frontier in 1850, did not develop a significant city, and
had few foreignborn residents. This scholarly overkill from the University helps tell my story.

White settlement of Appanoosebegan shortly after the county's southern lands were ceded to the
United States by the Indian treaty, ending the Black Hawk Waand Abraham, ET AT 11 80 AOEA &£
career. After digputes between lowa and Missouri, including Missouri authorities arresting an lowa
sheriff for infringing on their lands, Appanoose borders were finally drawn in 1850Many streams
fringed by timber crossed Appanoose. Its early population quadrupled from thousand in 1850 to
12 thousand in 1860 and on to 16 thousand in 1870. Although its 1850 population density of six
people per square mile was well over the two per square mildefining the frontier, neighboring
Wayne Countyon the weststill had less thanone person per square mile. No town in Appanoose
had as many as two thousand in 1870. The first railroad arrived in 1869.

Like one in eightof the 1860 Appanooseinhabitants, the Waggoners came from Virginia plus what
would become West Virginia. Also likenany others, their family was fairly large and headed by a
father near 40 years old. Although twethirds of Appanoose residents in 1850 moved on within a
decade and were replaced by new immigrants, the Waggoners stayed jpuneighboring Davis
County. Athough not wealthy, Appanoose residents were improving their lot faster than the
average American of the time.

Only 4% of the Appanoose peoplevere born outside the United StatesMany who moved to
southern lowa before the Civil Warcame fromVirginia, and the newer states of Ohio, Indiana, and
Kentucky.
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AMON LEAVEYIRGINIAFOR APPANOOSE

One hundred and fiftyone years before | migrated easrom lowa in an under-powered Plymouth
pulling a trailer overloaded with a refrigerator and other possessionghe Amon Waggoners
migrated westfrom Virginia. In 1850 mother, father and eight childrenleft Mare Run which the
Civil War separated from Virginia and placed iWest Virginia4 Amon was 40, wife Elizabeth Cox
Waggoner was 35 years old.

Perhaps with money from the sale of his land, Amon bought passage thre Ohio River ona steam
boat, the Belle of the West. Tragicallfravel by boat was dangerousboilers exploded and steam
boats burned.

On May 17, 1850 the Schenectadyeflectoreditorialized:
AWRUL DISASTERS

We havenever before been called on to record so awful destruction ofuman life on the

western waters as since the opening of navigation, the current season. The disasters to
steamboats already number four of which two have been by explosions boilers- the TROY

on Niagara river and the ANTHONY WAYNE on Lake Emae by fire the BELLE OF THE

WEST the Ohio river, and one by collision, the DISPATCH and COMMERCE on Lake Erie, The
loss of life by these four calamities as near as can ascertainedl not fall short of Two

Hundred and Fiftv! Two hundred and fifty human beings sent into eternity in this brief

spaceof time by steamboat accidentsWere they accidents beyond the power of man to

foresee or provide against. If so what perils encompadke traveler at every step of his

journey, in these days of Improvement and. science!

On March 1 the CincinnatDaily Dispatchhad provided specifics about the Belle of the West:
AWFUL STEAMBOAT DISASTHRESTRUCTION OF THE BELLE OF THE WEST

Our city wasthrown into gloom on yesterday afternoon, by the arrival of the heart

rendering intelligence that the steamer "Belle of the West," on her way to St. Louis, from this
port, was burned to the water's edge, on Monday night about 12 o'clock, two miles below
Warsaw, Ky., and in all probability from fifty to one hundred persons had perished in the
flames. The Belle had on board one hundred registered cabin passengers, not including a
number of children attached to families, whose names were not registered, and deck

there were about one hundred emigrants and others, whose names had not been taken
down. The boat was fully freighted, and had on the luggage and moveables of numbers of
emigrants, and some forty or fifty persons on their way to California. The finwas

discovered in the hold by the smoke issuing from aft the hatchway, and is supposed to have
been occasioned by carelessness in leaving a candle burning. Prompt efforts were made to
suppress the flames without giving the alarm, but the fire gained so fathat the officers and
crew were compelled to yield to it. The engineer called to the pilot, through the trumpet, to
run the boat ashore, which was immediately done and the alarm given. The greater portion
of the passengers being asleep in their rooms, étofficers of the boat rushed into the cabin,
into which fire and smoke had already commenced pouring, and those who could not be
awakened by the alarm were dragged from their beds. The doors were burst open; numbers
who were insensible from fright were caried out by the crew, and, in fact, as we have it
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from an eye witness, all connected with the boat periled their lives to save those on board.
The boat was totally enveloped in flames, fore and aft, in less than four minutes, and amidst
the crackling roar of consuming fire, the shrieks of the helpless, the doomed to certain
death, were distinctly heard-the voices of men, women, and children; mothers, fathers, and
offspring--mingling in the roar of death and horror. The steamers Hermann and Useter
brought up a number of the survivors, and a portion of the freight that was saved. The
houses in Florence were filled with the sufferers, and every attention to their comfort was
bestowed by the citizens. The register of the boat was saved, but the contents of ittoe

safe, including the money, etc., were destroyed. The Belle of the West was commanded by
Capt. James. Mr. Salsbury, of Hanging Rock, who was on beardeck passengersays he
knows of two families, one consisting of four and the other of seven penss, who perished;
they were from Pennsylvania. Numbers leaped over board and were drowned, while others
were awakened too late to escape the horrid death which surrounded them. The scene, as
described by Mr. Thomas Rutherford, of this city, who, in companyith Thomas Lawsen,

had retired to his berth but a short time before the alarm was given, was awful and heart
rending.

The officers of the boat repairing to the
cabin, upon the first alarm aroused the
passengers by knocking at each state
room door. In amoment all was confusion
and disorder beyond description. Shriek
upon shriek broke upon the midnight air.
Mothers in their night dresses, with babes
pressed for safety to their breasts, rushed
to and fro in frantic agony in search of
other loved ones of heir flock, whom they
sought to save. Every part of the boat was
filled with the dense and suffocating
smoke which had been so long pent up in the hold, where the destroying element was
preying on the vitals of theill -starred steamer. The lurid flames shoup through the thick
smoke in tortuous windings like fiery serpents enveloping their victims, amid whose
agonizing cries the demoniac crackled and laughed in mad mockery and direful derision.
Many in the insane fright of the moment leapt into the waterrbm the hurricane deck, their
egress being cut off below, preferring to stem the current of water to the current of flame;
others jumped overboard from the guards and theafter part of the boat; some saved
themselves by swimming ashore, while others onlyseaped the fire to perish in the water.
The bow of the boat only struck the shore, the stern swung round, the boat struck, and the
only chance was in reaching the shore by the bow. So great was the rush of deck and cabin
passengers that many were preventefrom saving themselves through that channel. Many
were jostled and trampled upon, and so rapid was the progress of the fire that,
notwithstanding the communication with the shore, it is estimated that not less than from
fifty to one hundred passengers pdashed by fire and water.The Louisville Journal says: "We
have heard some thrilling incidents attending the great calamityOf a family of a man
named Amon Waggonerof Virginia, consisting of himself, his wife, and eight children, three
children were lost, a daughter of 17, another of 13, and a little son of 4. They were on their
way to lowa and lost all they hadAbout 50 German Moravians from near Lancaster, Pa.,
were on board, and many of these lost children and other relatives." A young lady, in her
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endeavor to escape, had gained the hurricane deck, and was observed clinging on to the
casing of one of the chimes, but unable to retain her clasp, she sank down amid the flames,
and was seen no moreé.

Forty seven years latewhen wife and mother Elizabeth ded at age 83 her obituary said:

The ill-fated boat on the OhidRiver, in which they embarked, one night while all were
sleeping, suddenly took fire. An awful scene followed. A hundred peopled imprisoned in
that burning boat perished in the flames. Thee of that number were children of Father and
Mother Waggoner, one daughter, grown to young womanhood, another daughter of 13 or
14 summers, and a little son of but three tender year&ive of their children were saved
from the awful death. Weeping and wih hearts almost broken they agairtook up their
journey westward.’

Undefeated, the parents and five surviving children likely boarded another boat. Thélely landed
at the communities of Keokuk or Ft. Madison in Le€ountythe southeastern tip of lowabounded
by the Mississippi and De Moines rivers. The picture shows Keokuk fifteen years later in 1868.

In 1853, Keokuk outfitted Mormons on their way west.

3AT OAT #1 Ai 1106 OEOKEkKuKinsgi®E AOT OE,
Mark Twaind O O OT O E AMidsigripdi. Eamilr ini1842 O

and before John C. Breckinridge became vice president and

ran for president against Lincoln, he practicd law in

"OO01 ETCOITh )i xA8 $00ET C EEO | EA
EOT 06 xEOE 1 AAOAU 3#Addacilhéefing &1 @ ) T/
he saw mighty chief Keokuk standing on a mound and
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In mid 19th century, Mississippi ports dominatedthe American heartland. During the Civil War,

Union troops embarked in Keokuk, and injured onereturned to Keokuk and its several hospitals

In 1850 LeeCountyontheriversx AO )T xA60 1100 PipOIiT1 00 xEOE pw OE
grow to 29 thousand within 10 years as the chart below shows

3E®@ UAAOO AEOAO '11160 1T ECOAOQCEITh OEA pwyue )T xA A
Fabius Township, Davis County. In 1850 the approximately 500 square miles of Appanoose and

Davis had populations of 3 and 7 thousand people. Within a decaitie Davis population doubled

AT A OEA ' pPATT 1T OA NOAAOODPI AAs8 4EAOA xAOAT 60 OOEE
xEAOA )T xA 30A0A 51 EOAOOGEOU 11T x OOAT A0S 301 OU #1
5 thousand people in 1860. Th centrality of river transportation and importance of southern lowa

xAO AOGEAAT O AOOETI ¢ OEA #EOEI 7AO0S8 7TEAT 1117180 OI

in Keokuk, the regional metropolis. When a Davis County hero returned from the war after
receiving the Congressional Medal of Honor, he attended medical school in Keokuk. The Nineteenth
Century saw glory days in southern lowa.

" AOEAAO PAET OET ¢ OEA AAAE Cthdcduhtipop@Eations fisshowhdwC Ci 1 A O
times changed during theensuing decades, propelled in part by soil. Appanoose and Davis counties

lie outside the rich soils of the Des Moines lobe of the Wisconsin glacier, St@guntylies inside the

lobe. Across southern lowaerosion carved earlier glacial deposits into theteeply rolling, well-
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drained Southern lowa Drift Plain. The percentage of farmland plaatl to corn and soybeans in the
twenty-first century demonstrates the disparity between soils of southern and northern lowa.
During 1999/2001 those crops grew on abot9 acres in 10 of the farmland north of Des Moines,
while only 2 to 3 in 10 grew corn and soybeans in Appanoose and Davis counties.

The population of agricultural DavisCountypeaked in 188Q Propelled by coal mining not farming,
Appanoose continued ¢ grow, reaching 30 thousand people in 19201 The coal mines drew
immigrants from Europe, they settledespeciallyin a section of Centerville called the Leveand by
the 1930s they provided me with classmates bearing Italian, Bohemian, Croatian, Jewasiu
Swedish names. Unbeknownst to me when | was born in 1923, mining was already decliniagd

by 2000 Appanoose population had halvedShrinking p opulations in Appanoose and Davis and
lack of growth in Lee County contrast with the steady growth ofan average lowa county andvith
Story# I O1 ©@Uddd@ultiplication, 1860/2000. Nevertheless, when the Waggoners came, in the
nineteenth century there were glory days in southern lowa.
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OTHER GREAGRANDPARENT®ENT WEST.

Two other great grandparens, Samueland Eliza Barnes, were some of
the few immigrants to the region from New York State. They stopped a
few miles short of Appanoose and settled in Davis Countylhe Barnes
came from Westchester Couty, New York. In Westchestergu can see

| the memorial of SamuelBarnes maternal grandfather and Revolutionary
War veteran, Michael Ogden, in Sparta Cemetery near Ossining, New
York. In Quaker Friends Meeting House burial ground at Lake and
Purchase St, Purchase, New York my relative Don Severs afwlhd

rows of Barnes lined up. Don placed a video of our discoveries of Barnes
memorials on line.12

SamuelBarnes in the picture nearby, took his family to
Davis County. The family stopped over near Elmira,
New York, whereEmma Augusta Barnes was born
Emma is in the center of the back row of the portraiof
*TET " AOT A0S Shembrket Daniél A A O AF
Thomas Waggoner and became my grandmother. She
told me that her mother Eliza Cahuac Barnes, born to a
Huguenot family living in London, spoke witha cockney #
accent. SamuelBarnes, my father told me, was a skilful §
carpenter and made a prizedthair brought from New
91T OE 30AO0A ET " AO1 AGG Al
remember the chair and being scoldedvhen | used it
for a saw horse anctut it, the chairhas been lost.
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liver, and he diedat age 63. The nearby picture of Eliza with a
charcoal drawing of her husbandf 43 yearsshows her grief

Switching from Waggoners and Barnes,describe the Marings,
i U 11 OEd&Mushahatd EnBw, plus pictures of the
Marings and the Hutchison family, came from another
grandchild of Moses Monroe, my cousin Bernice Ryals
McCalment. Clues to the name Maring are the town Maring in
the Mosel Valley ofGermany, and the nearby town of Arloff
bearing the same name athe first name given to a sonin the
Maring family. After living in Belmont County, Ohio across the
river from Wheeling, West Virginia, the Marings headed west.
Moses Maring Sr. migrated wh his son Samuel and grandson
: Moses Monroe Maring, both born in OhioThey lived in Putnam
County, Mlssourl and also Caldwell'ownship of Appanoose In 1860 more heads of household in
Appanoose were born in Ohio than in any other state.

MosesMonroe becameany grandfather. Asa young man, he
wore a mustache He was the first teacher in a school near
the small community of Chariton in Putnam County,
Missouri. He farmed nearby and built a barn sound enough
to still stand.

In 1884 afall from a water toweri AAAOAOAA 3 Al OAI

" AC
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Later, Moses Monroemoved to Exline in Appanoose and, as | recall
hearing, became an investor in coal mines and a bank director. Yo
can believe that the older, clearshaven man in another picture was
a bank director.

Mosesdied
in the
house with
the wide
porchin
Exline,
pictured
nearby and
marked as
3 onthe
map of
Appanoose.
On the
- | 4 ‘ front porch

T 1 Ty e of the

3 ; ) Maring
home are
Moses, son
in-law
Clyde Ryals,
daughter

- : Amanda

May Maring Ryals, son Clyde Raymond Maring, wife Mary Ann Hutchison Maring and
granddaughter Bernce Ryals.

P, g ¥ aAR),

Crippled by two childhood falls, Moses walked and plowed, toc-with the crutch that he holdsas
he stands on the porchOnel T 1T OE AZAOAO -1 OAOthe MaAnflibese. ) x AO
Now, back tomore arrivals in Appanoose.James Hutchison bought his family name from County

Antrim, Ireland to Pennsylvania and then Ohioln 1776, he married Jane Kelly, also from County
Antrim, and although | lack documentary evidence, | believe he fought the #sh as an Irish boy

of
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OET O1 A8 * Adrahd3on AvithAhe thokdughl§ Americangiven nameof Andrew Jackson
carried the Hutchison name to Appanoose Three of Andrew* AA E OT T 8 Darri@dEMalingsOaA 1
clue that the 12 thousand residents oAppanoosein mid-Nineteenth Centuryand people next doo

in Missouri were a close community.

Moses Monroe Maring chose the second Hutchison girl, Mary Ann. If all three Hutchison girls

OAOGAIT AT AA - AOU ! dringdds chased@ID M drandmBtielary Annhas already

|

Introducing a greatgreat grandfather ancestor with a remarkable name and
an imposing presence justigsAT AGAOOOEIT 1T AAAE Ol
grandfather, Andrew Jackson ClinkenbeardAnother demonstration of the
outburst of sons named for the seventh Presidenkike one in eight
immigrants to AppanooseClinkenbeardcame from Kentucky.




